
 

1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conceptual Lens: 

Identity 

Civic Participation 

Unit 1: Proud to be an American 

Main Ideas: 

 1. Defend the importance of studying civics. 

2. Explain the difference between civic 

duties and responsibilities, and give 

three examples of each. 

3. Describe the steps of the naturalization 

process. 

4. Evaluate how effectively various types of 

governments balance individual freedom 

with government power. 

5. Explain how immigration is reflected in 

American society. 

Essential Question: 

How do people 

identify themselves as 

Americans? 

Concepts and Vocabulary 

  

Citizenship, civil liberties, civil rights,  

human rights, Civic duty and civic 

responsibility, naturalization, Social contract, 

E Pluribus Unum, Federalism, equity, Political 

activism, informed citizenry, tolerance, 

Assimilation, national identity 

I can… 

-Identify the problems and challenges to a 

changing population 

-Identify how civic participation affects the 

community and how citizens influence 

government 

-describe the difference between a natural 

born and naturalized citizen and the process to 

become a citizen. 

-Distinguish between types of government and 

how citizens are involved in each type. 

Overview: 

 American Citizenship 

 Immigration and Diversity 

 Duties and Responsibilities 

 Types of Government 

 What is Democracy? 

 American Democracy Basics 

 Review 
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Term Definition Use it in a Sentence! 

Civics   

Citizen   

Government   

Immigrant   

Alien   

Quota   

Naturalization   

Refugees   

Census   

Social Contract   

Migration   

Assimilation   

Jus Soli   

Jus Sanguine   

14th Amendment   
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Term Definition Use it in a Sentence! 

Jury Duty   

Selective Service 

(Military Draft) 

  

Civil Rights   

Civil Liberties   

Civic Duty 

  

  

Civic Responsibility   

Personal 

Responsibility 

  

Fiscal Responsibility   

Moral Responsibility   

Civil Disobedience   

E Pluribus Unum   

Tolerance   

Democracy   

Republic   

Totalitarianism   

Dictatorship   
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Unit 1: Proud to be an American 

Concept: Identity 

What is Civics? 

 Civics –  
 

American Citizenship 

 Citizen -  
 

 The ________________ Amendment defines citizenship: “All persons born or 
naturalized in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are 
citizens of the United States and the state wherein they reside.” 

o Passed after the ____________________. 
o Meant to protect ____________________. 

 

 Civil Rights V Civil Liberties 
o Civil Rights: 

 
 

o Civil Liberties 
 
 
Non-Citizens: 

 Alien – Foreign born people who are not citizens - LEGAL RESIDENTS 
           May have temporary permission to stay in the US (a VISA) or have a 

permanent residency (a GREEN CARD) 

 Undocumented Immigrants - 

 Refugees - 

 

One can become a citizen by 

 Automatic Citizenship 
o ________________________ - One or Both Parents are US Citizens 

(By ________________) 
o ________________________ - Born on US soil but your parents are 

not US citizens. (this does not apply to children of diplomats) (by 
________________) 

o The President of the US is required to be a “citizen by birth” 
 

 Naturalization-                                     
o Immigrant signs a declaration of intention that is filed with the CIS. 
o CIS – 

 Note: the CIS was once called the ______ – Immigration and 
Naturalization Services 

o One may file an application for citizenship, after living in the US 
for ______ years (if you are married to a US Citizen, ______ years), 
living in your state for 3 months, and reaching the age of _______ 
yrs.  

o Applicant meets with a CIS official for an interview– official is 
looking for good moral character 

o Applicant must pass a citizenship test.  
o Applicant pledges oath of allegiance to the US 
o If applicant has _________________ under the age of 18, they 

automatically become citizens. 

Essential Standard 4.5: Explain the changing perception  

and interpretation of citizenship and naturalization. 

I Can:  
 

 
 
Why is it important for people to 
understand and learn civics? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Explain why it is important to know 
your rights and liberties as a citizen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
How are aliens important to the 
United States society and economy? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Should the US allow other ways to 
become a citizen? Why or why not? 
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Immigration: 

Why do people immigrate to America? 

        -Historically, there have been three main reasons: 

        1. 

        2. 

        3.  

 

A Nation of Immigrants 

American society overwhelmingly represents people who have ____________ 

__________________________________ 

 Immigration and naturalization, particularly in the 20th century, have led to an 
increasingly ________________ society. 

 Our national motto: E Pluribus Unum –  

 Tolerance- 
 

The American National Identity comes from shared ________________ 

Such as: 

-Representative Democracy: __________________________________ 

-________________________________________________________ 

 

Ellis Island 

 The station where millions of __________________________________in the 

late 1800s and early 1900s. 

 Boats coming in passed by the Statue of Liberty 

o The New Colossus 

o “Give me your tired, your poor, your hungry…” 

 After WWII, America started _______________________________allowed 

into the country. –_____________- 

 

How immigration changes America 
    Two competing theories 

 

 The Melting Pot Theory  
 
 
 

 The Salad Bowl Theory 
 

 

 

 

 

Diverse cultures lead to conflict  

Racism, Sexism, Ageism 

 

 

   Affirmative Action 

 

 

Essential Question 4.2: Explain how the development of  
America’s national identity derived from principles in the  

Declaration of Independence, US Constitution, and the  
Bill of Rights. 

Essential Question 4.5: Explain the changing perception  
and interpretation of citizenship and naturalization. 

I Can:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Defend the argument that our motto 
is representative of our society. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What do you think is the strongest 
part of the national identity of the 
US? Why? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Which theory do you believe is most 
accurate? Why? 
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Community 
What is a COMMUNITY? 

 

 

- Communities NEED 

     TOLERANCE 

 

- Self Determinism 

         

          -NIMBY 

 

Citizens have duties and responsibilities. 

 Civic duties -  
What we are _______________ (required) to do as citizens. 

Sometimes our desires must be __________________________________ 

 

Includes:  

-_______________________      -________________________ 

Cost:                                           Cost: 

 

Benefit:                                       Benefit: 

 

-_______________________      -_________________________ 

Cost:                                           Cost: 

 

Benefit:                                        Benefit: 

 

-_______________________       

 Cost: 

 

Benefit:                                        

 

 Civic responsibilities -  
-Necessary for a _____________________________________. 

Includes: 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Voting is __________________ to have a true _______________. The more 

_________ people are, the more _______________ our government is. 

Requirements to Vote: 1.                        2.                            3. 

 

Other Responsibilities:  

 

Civil Disobedience is ________________________________________. 

   Used in the ______________________________________________. 

Essential Question 4.3: Analyze the roles of citizens of 

North Carolina and the United States in terms of 

responsibilities, participation, civic life, and criteria for 

membership or admission. 

Essential Question 4.4: Analyze the obligations of citizens 

by determining when their personal desires, interests, and 

involvement are subordinate to the good of the nation or 

state. 

I Can:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What do you think an additional 
requirement for citizens should be? 
Explain. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What responsibility do you think is 
most beneficial for society as a 
whole? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What is an issue that you would 
participate in civil disobedience for? 
Why? How would you be 
“disobedient”? 
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Why do we have governments? 

 

Social contract: 

 

     John Locke-- 

   

Types of Government-  

 

Government Definition Who is in 

charge? 

How do 

citizens 

participate? 

Example 

Anarchy 

 

    

Authoritarian 

 

    

Autocracy 

 

    

Theocracy 

 

    

Oligarchy 

 

    

Monarchy     

Dictatorship     

Aristocracy     

Totalitarian 

 

    

Direct 

Democracy 

    

Representative 

Democracy 

    

Republic 

 

    

Confederation     

 

Essential Standard 2.5: Compare the United States system 

of government within the framework of the federal and 

state structures as well as how they relate with 

governmental systems of other nations. 

I Can:  
 

 
 
 
 
 
How can authoritarian governments 
serve their citizens?  
 
 
 
Theocracy? 
 
 
 
Oligarchy? 
 
 
 
Monarchy? 
 
 
 
Dictatorship? 
 
 
 
Aristocracy? 
 
 
 
 
 
Which authoritarian government 
would be best to live under? Defend 
your argument. 
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Democracy 

 History of Democracy 

 Developed in Greece 

 First invented in the city-state of Athens 

 Had a _____________________________________ 

o __________________________________ 

 

 What democracy means: ______________________________________ 

 

 In Rome: 

 Rome developed a ______________________ 

o Also known as a ____________________________ 

o __________________________________ 

 

 

 Aspects of Democracy -  

 F__________________________________ 

 To have free elections: 

o Elections are held 

__________________________________ 

o Voters are __________________________________ 

o People can vote 

__________________________________ 

 Important to have a ________ democracy. 

 

 

 Power Lies with the People-  

 In democracies, it is the people who have 

__________________________ 

 Social Contract- ________________ 

o Citizens are 

___________________________________________ 

o In return, government must 

______________________________ 

 __________________________________ 

 

 

 Stability 

 Citizens must __________________________________ for it 

to be stable. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Essential Question 2.5: Compare the United States system  

of government within the framework of the federal and  

state structures as well as how they relate with 

governmental  

systems of other nations. 

Essential Question 4.1: Compare citizenship in the 

American  

constitutional democracy to membership in other types of  

governments. 

I Can:  
 
 
 
 

Why do you think the Greeks 
wanted to use democracy as a form 
of government? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Why do you think the Romans chose 
to have a Republic rather than a 
Democracy? 
 
 
 
 
 
Why are elections so important? 
What do they do for the citizens? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Which of these three aspects do you 
think is the MOST important for a 
democracy? 
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American Democracy 

 Republic - A ___________________________________________________ 
o We elect _____________________ to _______________________ 

 P__________________________________ 
 
Popular Sovereignty 
Rule of Law 
Federalism –  
o Government in which 

__________________________________between: 

 F__________________________________ 

 S__________________________________ 

 L__________________________________ 
o Each level has their __________________________________ 

Examples: 

 Federal (National)- ______________________________ 

 State- __________________________________ 
            Local- __________________________________ 

o State rules __________________________________ (the _______ 
Clause) 

 Separation of Powers 
o Each level of government has __________________________________ 

 L__________________________________ 

 E__________________________________ 

 J__________________________________ 
 

Comparative Democracy 
 Democracy in America 

o Separation of Powers 

 There are ________________________________________ 

 L__________________________________ 

 E__________________________________ 

 J__________________________________ 
o Constitutional Government 

 __________________________________ 

 It __________________________________ 
 

 Democracy in England 
o Parliamentary System 

 Parliament- __________________________________ 

 Two houses: __________________________________ 

 In a parliamentary system there is ____________________ 

 People __________________________________ 

 The _________________ in the legislative branch 
_____ the head of government ________________ 

 Members of one branch __________ another branch 
o Constitutional Monarchy 

 The Queen __________________________________ 

 England __________________________________, but laws 

such as the __________________ limit the power of the 

monarch. 

Essential Question 4.1: Compare citizenship in the 

American constitutional democracy to membership in other 

types of governments. 

I Can:  

 
 
 
Why is it necessary to have both 
Federalism and Separation of 
Powers in a democracy? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Do you believe that the 
Parliamentary system takes away or 
gives more to a democratic 
government? Why or why not? 
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Can You Pass the Naturalization Test? 

1. What do the stars on the flag mean?  

2. How many stripes are there on the flag?  

3. What is the date of Independence Day?  

4. What country did we fight during the Revolutionary War?  

5. Who was the first president of the United States? 

6. Who is the Vice President of the United States today?  

7. Who elects the President of the United States?  

8. What do we call a change to the Constitution?  

9. How many changes have been made to the Constitution?  

10. What are the three branches of our government?  

11. How many Senators are there in Congress?  

12. Can you name the two Senators from your state?  

13. For how long do we elect members of the U.S. House of Representatives?  

14. What is the Bill of Rights?  

15. What is the capital of your state?  

16. Who is the current governor of your state?  

17. What are the 49th and 50th states of the Union?  

18. Name one of the requirements a person must meet in order to be eligible to become 

President.   

19. How many Supreme Court justices are there?  

20. Why did the Pilgrims come to America?  

21. Who was the main writer of the Declaration of Independence?  

22. Who wrote the Star Spangled banner?  

23. Who has the power to declare war?  

24. Who is the current president of the United States?  

25. What is the minimum voting age in the United States?  

1. In your opinion, which is the best 

question on this test? Why? 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

2. Which question shouldn’t be asked 

of someone who wants to become an 

American? Why? 

  

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

  

  

  

3. If you could, what would you 

change about this test? What do you 

think is important for future 

Americans to know? 
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Name: _____________________________       Period: __________ 

     Two Views on Immigration 
Political Cartoons are used to make a statement about a particular issue.  Cartoonists use them to poke fun at the issue 
or to make a statement about it.  Look at the two political cartoons below and then answer the questions.   

      Cartoon A       Cartoon B 
    

          
1. What symbols are used in Cartoon A?  What do they stand for? 
 
 
2. What symbols are used in Cartoon B?  What do they stand for? 
 
 
3. What is the cartoonist’s view on immigration? 
 - Cartoon A 
 
 
 - Cartoon B 
 
 
5. What are some of the current views in America about immigration? 
 
 
 
6. How do you feel the issue should be solved? 

 
 
 
7. Make your own political cartoon  

Using the ideas we studied today, create your own political cartoon reflecting on an issue that you think 
is occurring in the United States because of our diverse population. 

 Should include: 
1. Visual 
2. Captions 
3. Title 
4. Key words and visuals to ensure your point of view is being explained. 
5. Short description (1 paragraph) on back or a second paper explaining:  
-why you chose the representation  
-how you feel it is more reflective of current society  
-what symbols you used and why you used them. 
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Country Research Activity 
 
1. Type in this URL: 
 http://tinyurl.com/CountryRP 

2. Click “Make a Copy” 
3. Click in the top left where it says “Copy of Country Research Activity”. Rename your Project. Include YOUR 
NAME and YOUR COUNTRY’S NAME 
4. Click on the Blue Share Button at the top right of the screen 
5. Click on “Get a Sharable Link”- Copy and Paste this link into the assignment on Canvas. 
6. In a separate tab, go to this URL: 
 https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/ 
7. Use the drop down menu to the right to find your country. 
8. Use the Government and Economy sections to conduct your research. Answer each of the questions on 
your slide. 
 
Government  
-Government Type (Google a definition of the type of government and type of a summary using that) 
-Capital 
-Is this a Federal System? (If there are Administrative Divisions, this is yes.) 
- Is there Jus Soli citizenship? 
-Is there Jus Sanguine citizenship? 
-Suffrage (Voting Rights) information 
 
Economy 
-What is the GDP? 
-What is the per capita GDP? 
-What are 3 main agricultural products? 
-What are 3 main industrial products? 
-What is the percentage of the Labor Force devoted to? 
 Agriculture? 
 Industry? 
 Services? 
 
10. After you have answered all of your questions, fill in the blank space with multiple images related to the 
content you have found for both slides. You must use CLT+C to copy images. If you have difficulty, ask AT 
LEAST 3 peers before asking me! 

 
Rubric: 
10%  Has title, was shared correctly 
30%  Answers all Government Questions Correctly 
30%  Answers all Economic Questions correctly 
15%  Has multiple images related to the country’s government 
15%  Has multiple images related to the country’s economy. 
  

http://tinyurl.com/CountryRP
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/
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John Locke DBQ 

  
Use the quotes to help you answer the questions that follow.  Make sure to write your answers in complete 

sentences. Use the back of the paper if you need more room.  
  

“Men have rights by their nature...We give up our right to ourselves extract [revenge] for crimes in return 

for [nonjudgmental] justice backed by overwhelming force. We retain the right to life and liberty, and gain 

the right to just, impartial protection of our property.” 

1. What rights are all men entitled to according to Locke? 

  

  

  

“Society creates order and grants the state its [purpose]… The only important role of the state is to ensure 

that justice is seen to be done.” 

2. According to Locke, what is the purpose of government? 

  

  

  

  

“If a ruler seeks absolute power, if he acts both as judge and participant in disputes, he puts himself in a 

state of war with his subjects and we have the right and duty to kill such rulers and their servants.” 

3. According to Locke, what do citizens have the right to do if their ruler is abusing power? 

  

  

  

“We must consider what state all men are naturally in, and that is, a state of perfect freedom to order their 

actions, and dispose of their possessions and persons, as they think fit, within the bounds of the law of 

nature… There is nothing more evident, that that creatures of the same species and rank should also be 

equal one amongst another without subordination or subjection.” 

4. What does John Locke mean when he says that all men are naturally in “a state of perfect 

freedom...within the bounds of the law of nature”? 

  

  

  

  

5. What does Locke have to say about human equality? 
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 Mission Possible 
Read the following articles:  

  

 Are Legal Immigrants good for the U.S. economy?  

 Dangerous White Stereotypes 

 Gay Americans and American Freedom 

 Individual Responsibility 

 From Slavery to the White House 

 Raised in the U.S. but Still Legal 

 Who Gets to be an American 

  

1. Create a product for each article you read. Each product will be worth 10 points. You may choose to do one of the 

following things for your article. (10 points each = 70 Points) 

 

 - Analyze the Argument: Write a reflection that explains the author’s most effective argument in the article 

 and explain why you think the argument is the most effective. (1-2 Paragraphs) 

 - Identify the Bias: Reflect on the author’s viewpoint on the issues they are discussing and identify 5 clues in 

 the text  that proves they are biased. 

 - Developing vocabulary: Choose three words in the article you do not know. For each unknown word find 

 the dictionary definition, find the synonyms, and then create a sentence using the word. 

 - Developing viewpoints: Discuss whether or not you agree or disagree with the author. Justify your  

 position. (1-2 paragraphs) 

 -Text-to-text connections: Using the article you just read make a text-to-text connection. This means consider 

 something else you have read and how does it relate to it. (It could be another article in this packet.) Identify things 

 they have in common and how do they relate to each other. 

- Text-to-world connections:  How does this issue affect your community? Your community can be the  world, 

country, state, city, family, friends, etc. You have a lot of communities. What is the impact of this article on 

 them? (1-2 paragraphs) 

- Create a cartoon: Draw a cartoon responding to the issue discussed in this article. The cartoon must have 6 

boxes AND the characters must talk back and forth to each other 3 times.  

 -Create a timeline: Create a timeline mapping out the events discussed in the article. At the end of the time

 line, make a prediction of what will happen next in the progression of events. You more or less have to come up with 

 a hypothesis as to what will happen in the future. 

 -KWL Chart: Before reading, consider the topic of the article and make a chart that takes into account what 

 you know (K) about the topic, what you wonder or want to know (W) about the topic, and then after reading what you 

 learned (L) from the reading. 

 - Important passages: Choose 3 passages in the article that you think are most important. Then explain why 

 you believe they are the most important (1 paragraph per passage = 3 paragraphs total.) 

 -Personal Passages: Identify how this topic and the information learned impacts your life or relates to your 

 life (1-2 paragraphs.) 

 -Hamburger: Create a hamburger using the format we learned in class to take a position on your topic. 

  

2. Write a 3-5 paragraph essay answering the question, “What does it mean to be an American?” Use evidence from the 

articles to help make your case. This is worth 30 Points. 

  

  

This will be a project grade. It will be due _________________. 
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Doodle Review: Using this space, create a colorful Mind Map that includes all of the main ideas (in BOLD!) that we studied. You 

may use drawings, symbols, words, or/and patterns that will help you visualize how these main ideas are connected!  

This is to help YOU and you may use it on your test!  
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